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The conference was graced by the presence of such 
prominent ligures as Judge Alton B. Parker, of New 
York, president of the conference; Governor Ferris, of 
Michigan, a dyed-in-the-wool pacifist; Mr. Justice Day, 
of the United States Supreme Court, whose pessimistic 
outiooK upon the peace movement stood in sharp relief 
to the splendid optimism of Eabbi Levy, of Pittsburgh, 
whose eloquent address during the closing minutes of 
the conference will long be remembered ; Chief Justice 
Howell, of Manitoba, and Mr. Justice Sutherland, of 
Untario, who gave renewed assurances of the sincerity 
of Canada in desiring the peace of a century to become 
"a peace eternal, and many others whom lack of space 
does not permit us to enumerate. 



What I Saw in Germany. 

By George W. Nasmyth. 

Before I could begin to see anything in Germany in 
the right proportions I had to become accustomed to the 
new atmosphere. Passing out of the partial vacuum of 
the English censorship, I drew a deep breath of free air 
in Holland, which received news from all sources, and 
then plunged into the partial vacuum of the German 
censorship. At the frontier town of Goch the German 
customs officials asked me politely if I had any English 
newspapers in my possession. I thought this rather 
strange at the time, but ascribed it to Prussianism in 
general, until on my return to free, liberty-loving Eng- 
land I was searched at Folkstone and all my copies of 
the German newspapers, the German White Paper, and 
other official documents were confiscated. The estab- 
lishment of Prussianism in England which the war has 
caused should make it easier for the people of the two 
countries to understand each other after the war at least. 

From the accounts of Germany which I had read in 
the English papers I expected to find everything in con- 
fusion, the whole economic basis of the country broken 
up, a balf -starved population on the verge of revolution, 
the railway service suspended, cholera rampant in Ber- 
lin, and various other interesting manifestations of gen- 
eral demoralization. 

But I could discover none of these things. In out- 
ward appearance at least the Germany which I saw at 
the end of August was the same Germany that I had 
seen at the end of July, or at any time during the past 
three years. A slightly smaller proportion of soldiers 
were visible in the streets perhaps and a slightly larger 
proportion of women and children; the streets were a 
little quieter and even a little more immaculate than 
usual. A tense air of solemnity and resigned sorrow 
had taken the place of the usual expressions of cheerful- 
ness and happiness on the faces of the people, but other- 
wise life was going on much as usual. Instead of a sus- 
pended railway service, I traveled in the greatest luxury 
and comfort on ohe of the four express trains which are 
running daily between Cologne and Berlin as between 
the other important cities ; instead of unemployment, I 
found a temporary scarcity of labor, so that women and 
boys had to be employed temporarily as ticket collectors 
in the subway and as conductors in the street-cars. In- 
stead of a scarcity of food, I found the whole available 
population — women, boy scouts, and old men — engaged 
in bringing in one of the largest crops in the agricul- 



tural history of the country. Instead of cholera and 
disease raging, I saw everywhere the most perfect sani- 
tary arrangements and the highest medical ability in 
the service of the State, with a smaller proportion of 
disease than for many years past. Instead of revolu- 
tion, I found an absolutely united people, determined to 
stand together until the last against a whole world full 
of enemies, who, the Germans believe, are resolved to 
crush the German people and their civilization and to 
dismember the German Empire. Instead of hunger and 
bread riots, I found that the wonderful social organiza- 
tion of the country had been still further perfected 
through the co-operation of the government with the 
Social Democrats and the women's organizations, so that 
not a single man, woman, or child of the whole 65,000,- 
000 was suffering from hunger; the school children were 
being supplied with nourishing food, and in Berlin 5,000 
people, largely refugees from East Prussia, were being 
provided with nutritious meals at 10 pfennig each, or 
free of charge if they were without means. The soldiers 
of families at the front were being paid promptly and 
the prices of food were normal. During my three years 
of study in Germany I had never been able to find any 
slums. I had never seen a beggar or a drunken man, 
and the wonderful social organization which has pro- 
duced this condition has been extended and perfected to 
meet the crisis. The war means a long step toward so- 
cialism, of course, for the rich must voluntarily or in- 
voluntarily supply the needs of the poor. From my 
observations I would judge that the war will produce 
less actual suffering in the form of hunger and poverty 
in Germany than in any of the other countries engaged. 

No moratorium has been declared in Germany; the 
banks have not been closed for a single day, and people 
were redepositing in the savings banks the money which 
they had withdrawn in the first days of panic. Some 
persons were even paying their taxes for 1915 and 1910 
in advance in order to help the government and get the 
benefit of the 4 per cent discount which was offered. 
The extent to which the surface indications correspond 
or fail to correspond with the economic realities is very 
difficult to judge. When I asked business men in Ger- 
many about the underlying conditions they shook their 
heads and looked thoughtful, just as business men do in 
England. With the exception of the armament indus- 
tries, it is certain that in Germany, as in all the other 
countries concerned, nobody is going to reap any eco- 
nomic gain from this war. 

I talked with many of the Englishmen who had been 
detained in Germany at the outbreak of the war, and 
brought back with me a score of letters from them to 
their friends in England ; all testified without exception 
to the kindness and courtesy with which they were being 
treated in Germany — another shock to the impression 
which I had gathered from the English press. For the 
prisoners of war, especially the French, there had been 
such an outburst of humanitarian feeling, especially on 
the part of women, that the government was compelled 
to issue a proclamation, which was posted in Cologne 
and other cities, forbidding the citizens to give them 
flowers, champagne, or other luxuries, and stating that 
all the prisoners of war were being well cared for by the 
government. 

I saw the whole international situation suddenly 
turned upside down when I passed from England into 
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Germany. Through English eyes 1 saw the war as an 
attack by Germany upon France and Belgium, with 
Russia almost entirely invisible; through German eyes 
1 saw the war as an attack by Eussia upon Germany, 
with almost all the other countries outside the horizon. 
In England I traveled in the train with Belgian refu- 
gees .Hoeing before the German invasion, while in Ger- 
many 1 traveled in the train with German refugees flee- 
ing before the Russian invasion along hundreds of miles 
of their eastern frontier. The balance of power, which 
1 saw in England as a defensive alliance against the 
aggressive intentions of Germany, became there a plot 
compounded of Russian determination to break up Aus- 
tria, the French "revanche," and the English desire to 
smash the German fleet and German commerce. In 
English public opinion the war lord stood as the new 
Xapoleon, determined to bring all the world into sub- 
jection ; in Germany 1 saw him as the representative of 
a united people, defending themselves against a ring ol' 
enemies who had long been planning to divide up the 
Empire, but had been forced by the assassination in 
Sarajevo to embark on their course of dismemberment 
a little earlier than they had intended. 

A few things remained right side up. In Germany 1 
found among the leaders of the four million Social Dem- 
ocrats a hatred of imperialism and militarism more 
bitter and more intense than in England or in America. 
(It was strange to talk with men after reading the re- 
ports that they had been shot!) "But militarism is the 
worst possible way in which to fight militarism," they 
said; "it has forced us to make this choice; either we 
must temporarily join forces with militarism or we must 
stand by and see our country overrun by the Russians. 
Prussianism is bad enough, but we prefer it to Russian- 
ism." The Social Democratic party had almost attained 
to power. It secured 34 per cent of the votes at the last 
election, in 1912, and has been gaining at the rate of 
more than 1 per cent of the total votes a year for the 
past twenty years. In co-operation with the next most 
radical party, the Progressive People's party, they were 
looking forward to victory and the control of the gov- 
ernment at the next election, in 1917. What will be the 
results of the use of the crude instrument of military 
force no one can tell ; but from what I saw in Germany 
I should say that if Germany is crushed and humiliated 
in this war the overthrow of Prussianism and militarism 
in Germany will be set back for half a century. Prus- 
sianism must be destroyed, but the only people who can 
destroy it are the German people. 

I heard everywhere in Germany, as I have been hear- 
ing everywhere in England and from America, "As far 
as is humanly possible, this must be the last war." From 
all the scores of Germans with whom I talked — business 
men, leaders in religion and education — I received the 
same reply to my question in regard to the German de- 
mands in case of German victory. "In case of victory 
we will not ask for one foot of territory in Europe" was 
the almost unanimous reply. "Alsace-Lorraine and 
Prussian Poland have been a lesson for us, and it is 
against German principles to have a hostile population 
within our borders. We are fighting a war of defense 
and our chief concern is to secure the integrity of our 
country." In England and all the outside world I saw 
Austria and Germany looked upon as the aggressors and 
their policies as the sole cause of the war. In Germany 



1 found that Russia and England were considered the 
aggressors and the cause of the war, Russia because of 
her intrigue with Servia to break up the Austrian Em- 
pire, and England because without the assurance of her 
support Russia would never have embarked upon her 
career of aggression. I believe that if delegates from all 
the countries concerned could be gathered together each 
one would declare: ''We have no desire for aggression; 
we are fighting only in self-defense." A wise man pre- 
siding over such a conference might say : "This is a war 
of mutual fear. -None of you know what you are fight- 
ing for; you are as far apart as the poles from under- 
standing each other; return to your governments; tell 
them to call back their armies into their own countries, 
and order the soldiers to lay down their arms and go 
back to their families and their workshops." 

During the past three years I have been in all the 
European countries engaged in the struggle, and I have 
found militarists and imperialists in all of them. Each 
lias its own national type of Bernhardi's, Treitschke's, 
and advocates of Xietzsche's philosophy. But, I thank 
God, I have found in each of them also men who have 
recognized that the whole philosophy of force is false; 
that militarism must be destroyed, and that all social 
progress in the future depends upon the union of the 
forces of democracy and progress for the solution of the 
international problem, and the establishment of those 
ideas which will give the secure basis for a permanent 
peace. For the present need these men are the salt of 
the earth. Any solution of the present conflict which 
does not depend upon an intellectual revolution and 
which does not radically alter the present relations of 
the States of Europe must necessarily be a temporary 
one. I have found an increasing number of men in 
Germany, as in all the other countries, who realize this. 
Call it Utopia if you will, they say, but the only alter- 
native to another forty-four years of frenzied armament 
competition leading to another Armageddon is some 
kind of a concert or federation of Europe leading to the 
federation of the world. 

August 24-September 4. 



Deterioration from War. 

The rapidity of the deterioration in moral standards 
under conditions of war has seldom been more strik- 
ingly shown than here and now. 

On July 29, a week before England entered, upon the 
war, Sir Edward Grey was moved to indignation by the 
refusal of the German Chancellor to pledge himself, in 
the discussion of England's relations to France, that 
Germany would not in any of the contingencies of war 
lay hands on the French colonies. In less than a week 
after the actual outbreak of war France and England 
united in the seizure of the German colony in West 
Africa. 

The loudest and most constant assurance in the Don- 
don press has been that there is no hostility here to 
Germany and the German people, but that the war is 
solely against the German autocracy and militarism'. 
A week after war was declared a piece by Strauss was 
replaced on the program of the first promenade concert 
of the season by something of Tschaikovsky's ; the usual 
Wagner concert was replaced the next day by a Franco- 



